prominence, on account of the somewhat alarming position that has been created by the shortage of male attendants in asylums. No class of the community has done its duty by voluntary enlistment for the war more loyally, and the difficulties caused by the departure of attendants, and the impossibility of getting suitable men to replace them, have been relieved in many asylums by the introduction, for the first time, of female nurses on the male side. In many other institutions the advisability of taking this departure from established routine is being seriously considered. Great interest has therefore revived in this method of care 
Rightly
or wrongly, to them it is a guarantee that no violence will be employed, and that the most skilled nursing will be available.
In conclusion I have to state that these opinions?whatever' may be their value?are founded on twenty years' experience of entire female nursing in male wards, and have been gained in four different asylums of which I have had charge during that time.
I am now more convinced than ever that the mental hospital?the modern asylum?is only a hospital for the treatment of a special disease, and therefore requires to be run on hospital lines, of which the employment of women in the male wards is only one feature.
Although many did not see eye, to eye with me in the past I have learned to be patient, and I have had the satisfaction of seeing these views gradually accepted and the methods I advocated adopted. The ultimate hospitalisation of the asylum is now only a question of time, and that time has been hastened by the action of many medical superintendents of the English asylums, who, owing to one of the results of the war, have introduced female nursing in the male wards of their asylums for the first time. I trust that the observations I have made may assist others in coming to a similar decision.
